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BPS Merit Board

Congratulations to Lucy M 
(F.Flower) and Sophie O 

(Waratah) whose artworks 
were selected for this year’s 
Operation Art submissions.

Full story here.

For your calendar
1

Term 2 2025:

29 May Mufti Pyjama Day – gold coin donation

30 May PSSA begins - select students only

30 May Waratah class hosts school assembly

4-6 Jun Stage 3 Canberra camp

6   Jun Lilly Pilly class hosts school assembly

12 Jun BPS Athletics carnival

13 Jun Aust Daisy class hosts school assembly

20 Jun Wattle class hosts school assembly

24 Jun Taronga Zoo incursion: Kindy-Year 2

26 Jun Mufti Career Day – no gold coin

27 Jun Bottlebrush class hosts school assembly

4  Jul Snow Gum class hosts school assembly

4 Jul  Last day of term



Message from our Principal

Birchgrove Public School

It was inevitable. The playground work started, and the rain came. Sometimes I think BPS could be used to break the 
drought.

The playground works are moving along quickly with access to the preschool being opened earlier than planned. Thank 
you to all the preschool families who had to trek around to Gow Street to access the preschool whilst the access work 
was being done, we appreciate your understanding.

I would also like to thank our school community who pulled together with short notice to help the Snow Gum and 
Waratah classes move out of the demountables and into their new classrooms in the main building. We are extremely 
fortunate to have such a fabulous community who are always willing to lend a hand.

Principal’s award for excellence

Week 3 - The principal award for excellence was a three-way tie for week 3!

Snow Gum and Waratah classes - for being so sensible and helpful during their classroom move.
AND Parents and Carers - Thank you to all those who assisted with the move of the Stage 3 classes. We couldn’t 
have done it without you.

Week 4 Banksia Class - for their interesting and impressive informative writing.

Stage 2 and Stage 3 had an excellent visit with author, Penny McGee. They 
enjoyed hearing about her books and were extremely impressed when they 
heard that Penny was part of the cast for MJ The Musical. There were more 
than a few students attempting to Moonwalk back to class!

Our playgroup for children aged birth to 5 years of age and their families 
started in week 2, the children and their families have enjoyed meeting each 
other, playing, and participating in a variety of craft activities. Playgroup runs 
from 9.00 am -10.15 am on a Friday mornings in Ms Keating’s classroom and 
the terrace area. Playgroup is open to all families in the Balmain community. 
Everyone is welcome to attend, regardless of having a current Birchgrove PS 
enrolment. We hope to see you there.

Please keep checking the information updates and your emails, as there are 
quite a few events coming up. If your contact details have changed, please 
let the office know so that we can update our records.

- Kylie Mitchell Principal (relieving)

We held our kindergarten information 
evening for prospective families on 
Monday evening this week. Thank you 
to Mrs Boyle and Mrs Copping for 
presenting a fabulous session about 
Kindergarten at Birchgrove Public 
School. 

Thank you also to Miss Hayward for 
helping out with the presentation and to 
Miss Taksa for coming along to support 
her colleagues. A big thank you goes to 
Annette Plant for speaking on behalf of 
the P&C and sharing her insights about 
starting kindergarten and BPS in 
general.



Upcoming Events 

Birchgrove Public School

BPS Playgroup for mums and 
little ones

I’m excited to announce that our 
playgroup is up and running. It is 
held on Friday mornings 9.00 am - 
10.15 am and is an opportunity for 
children aged birth to 5 years and 
their parents/ carers to come and 
have a play and meet other families. 
Playgroup is held in the music room 
and terrace. Playgroup is free and 
all families are welcome to attend, 
regardless of whether you have a 
student at BPS.

- Kylie Mitchell, Principal 
(relieving)



Wollemi / Banksia hosted assemblies

Birchgrove Public School

Last week, the incredibly talented students of 5/4 Wollemi had the honour and privilege of running the school assembly. 
They did an outstanding job keeping everything running smoothly and confidently led the show from start to finish.

For our performance, we wanted to give the audience a glimpse into what a typical morning in our classroom feels like. 
So, we decided to perform the song we listen to every day to kick off our learning. Usually, the goal is to be ready to 
learn by the time the song finishes — but for the assembly, the goal was to blow the roof off the hall.

If you ask me, the amazing students of Wollemi did exactly that. Great work, team!    - Sam Sturges - Teacher, Wollemi

Banksia class have been working on their fluency in reading. Choral reading is a great way to improve fluency. They 
practiced for weeks to learn all the words to “The Magic Hat” by Meme Fox. We then worked on rhythm and 
expression. Finally, we incorporated the acting element. We hope you enjoyed our performance of “Magic Hat” as much 
as we enjoyed performing it! Thank you to all the parents, families and friends who braved the torrential rain to come 
and see us host this week’s assembly.

- Natalie Robinson - Teacher, Banksia



That’s Debatable!

Birchgrove Public School

Well, debating season has begun again. We have recruited a small, but 
dedicated, team of debaters who have already hit the ground running. Our 
first debate last Tuesday, was against our nearest neighbours, Rozelle Public 
School.  The topic of the day?...That homework is a waste of time!

Well, you can just imagine how difficult our students found it to agree with 
that! (wink, wink). Our affirmative team (Elodie, Billie, Frankie and Lily - all but 
Elodie being newcomers to debating) travelled to Rozelle to fight the good 
fight and did a very admirable job but came second.  Our negative team 
(Chloe, Sanne, Sophie and Penny - all newcomers) similarly impressed the 
adjudicators, particularly with their rebuttals. Again, the team came second.

On Friday, the entire team of 8 headed off to Camdenville Public School in 
Newtown for a day of intensive debating workshops delivered by the Arts 
Department debating experts. The girls learnt a great deal about the art of the 
debate and their participation was impressive. They represented our school 
exceptionally and should be very proud of their effort and involvement.

Stay tuned to hear of their progress through the year.

- Dani Corliss - Debate Coordinator

OUR BPS DEBATING TEAM: Chole B – Yr 5 
Snow Gum, Billie S – Yr 5 Snow Gum, Frankie 
M – Yr 5 Snow Gum, Sophie F – Yr 5 Snow 
Gum, Penny K – Yr 5 Wollemi, Lisanne Sanne 
V – Yr 6 Snow Gum, Elodie B – Yr 6 Waratah

“Homework is a bad thing because 
it diminishes student’s love of 
learning - Elodie B, BPS Debater, 
Affirmative Team



In other news…

Birchgrove Public School

Waratahs and Snow Gums on the Move!

Miss Corliss and Mr Dodds would like to extend our 
deepest and most sincere thanks to all of the wonderful 
parents who gave up their time to help with moving our 
5/6 classes from the demountables up to the main 
building last week. 

What could have been a very tricky and stressful day 
ended up going far more smoothly than we ever could 
have hoped. With industrious assistance from our 
students, staff and parents, the move was done at light 
speed and completed before recess! We feel so lucky 
to have such a generous and community-minded 
parent body.  

- Mr Dodds and Miss Corliss

Stage 2-3 Author Visit: Penny McNamee

Last Friday 16 May, Penny McNamee, a musical theatre 
performer (WICKED!), an actor (Home and Away), author 
of the newly released middle-grade novels, STAGE 
STARS, and local Birchgrove mum, visited Stage 2 and 
Stage 3 students for an hour lesson on "Narrative: The 12 
Steps of the Hero's Journey" followed by a Q&A. Students 
learnt about Penny's journey to becoming an author and 
helpful hints to writing an engaging narrative. Thank you, 
Penny, for visiting us!

- Greta Sun - Assistant Principal, Stage 3

Operation Art

Operation Art is an initiative where school aged children create artworks to 
brighten the walls of the Sydney Children's Hospital. Each metropolitan 
school can only select two artworks to be entered into Operation Art.

Each BPS class submitted two artworks for consideration and staff of BPS 
voted for the two artworks that best met the brief of brightening a sick child's 
day. Voting was very close with a re-vote needed to select the second 
artwork.

Congratulations to Sophie O (Waratah class) and Lucy M (Flannel Flower 
class) on having their artworks selected for submission. Good luck.

Artistic Inspiration:

Sophie O - After the renaming of our classes this year, 5/6 Waratahs had a chance to 
look closely at the waratah and recreate its beauty. We looked at the shapes and 
colours and the imperfections and used pastels to decorate our pencil sketches. 
Sophie's artwork beautifully highlights each of these, as well as her ability to show 
detail and depth in her art. She is a very talented artist.

Lucy M - Lucy created a colourful flower bouquet using oil pastels then used a dark 
blue wash for the background.



BPS after hours 2025 

Birchgrove Public School

The programs above are offered by third party companies utilising BPS facilities. Birchgrove Public School is not 
directly affiliated with and does not endorse any events, services or products represented.



BPS after hours 2025 

Birchgrove Public School

The programs above are offered by third party companies utilising BPS facilities. Birchgrove Public School is not 
directly affiliated with and does not endorse any events, services or products represented.

Italian classes are run 3.30 – 5.30 pm Tuesdays, (supervision from 3.00pm). 
If your child is interested, please contact Casa d’Italia directly. 



OAIC Notice: Children’s Online Privacy Code

Birchgrove Public School

Children’s Online Privacy Code
 
The Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC), the 
Australian Government’s privacy regulator, is seeking input from 
parents and carers to assist them in its development of the 
Children’s Online Privacy Code (the Code). 
The Code will put children at the center of privacy protections in 
Australia. By the time a child turns 13, it's estimated that 72 million 
pieces of data will have been collected about them. The aim of the 
Code is to strengthen privacy protections for the handling of 
children’s personal information. 

Your insights as a parent or carer are important. 

To have your say, please take a few minutes to complete the parent 
discussion paper here:
Children’s Online Privacy Code (consultation for children and 
parents) | OAIC.

Your support is also important in helping your child or young person 
to take part too, please assist them in filling out the appropriate 
worksheet, provided in the link above. 

This consultation will be open until the 30 June 2025. 

You can read more about the Code here:
Children’s Online Privacy Code | OAIC. 

https://www.oaic.gov.au/engage-with-us/consultations/childrens-online-privacy-code-consultation-for-children-and-parents
https://www.oaic.gov.au/engage-with-us/consultations/childrens-online-privacy-code-consultation-for-children-and-parents
https://www.oaic.gov.au/privacy/privacy-registers/privacy-codes/childrens-online-privacy-code


Transport for NSW Notice

Birchgrove Public School



Dept of Education Notice

Birchgrove Public School



BPS P&C contacts and sponsors

Birchgrove Public School

BPS P&C contacts and further information, including the second-hand uniform store, can be found here:

Website: https://www.bpspandc.com/ 
k

or by scanning the QR code below. Our P&C would like to thank our local sponsors for their ongoing support.

Contact us and useful links
Please contact the school with any queries: 

Phone: 02 9810 2469           

Email: birchgrove-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

You can find important updates and further information on our website, via the 
Sentral app, and the BPS Facebook page:

Website: https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 

Facebook:  @BirchgrovePS    

Useful Links:

NSW school term dates inc. Staff Development Days (pupil free): 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/calendars/2025

Camp Australia before and after school care: Phone: 1 300 105 343

https://campaustralia.com.au/school/?accessCode=9F7B

The School Canteen: An external company supplying canteen service to our school Thus-Fri each week:

https://www.theschoolcanteen.com.au/

Extended Leave form: To apply for leave beyond what is available in the school holiday periods please fill and 
return this form for Principal approval prior to travel:

https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/b/birchgrove-
p/forms/Extended_Leave_Travel_notification.pdf

Administration of medication at school: Information and paperwork required for support at school

https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/health-and-physical-care/health-care-
procedures/administering-medication

Prior Newsletters: https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/newsletter.html

https://www.bpspandc.com/
mailto:birchgrove-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FBirchgrovePS&data=05%7C02%7Cbirchgrove-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C58fece80af7d46821a2008dcba84c5c4%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638590326618551799%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QXJ5IZVbQVYGUMt1quvbXw6OkT0T4TYJ9XJWW8J0HwE%3D&reserved=0
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/calendars/2025
https://campaustralia.com.au/school/?accessCode=9F7B
https://www.theschoolcanteen.com.au/
https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/b/birchgrove-p/forms/Extended_Leave_Travel_notification.pdf
https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/b/birchgrove-p/forms/Extended_Leave_Travel_notification.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/health-and-physical-care/health-care-procedures/administering-medication
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/health-and-physical-care/health-care-procedures/administering-medication
https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/newsletter.html
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