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For your calendar
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2024 Term 4
18 Oct   UTS STEM program Stage 3 (6 weeks)

28 Oct    Kindy 2025 orientation day 2

29-30 Oct   Book fair collections

30 Oct   P&C meeting 7pm

1 Nov  Assembly Sugar Gliders

1 Nov    Grandparent and Friends Morning

4 Nov    Kindy 2025 orientation day 3

15 Nov   Last day Special Religious education and Special 

Ethics education for 2024

18-22 Nov   Y2-Y6 Dept Ed swimming scheme (water safety)

29 Nov   Christmas concert at St Johns Church

29 Nov   Thank you morning tea

3 Dec  Preschool concerts – Platypus and Wallabies

4 Dec  Preschool concerts – Quokkas and Wombats

4 Dec    P&C AGM

5 Dec    Year 6 picnic

9 Dec    Stage 3 celebration assembly

10 Dec   Stage 2 celebration assembly

11 Dec   Stage 1 celebration assembly

11 Dec   Year 6 formal and graduation

12 Dec   Kindergarten graduation

16 Dec   End of year school picnic at Clifton Gardens

18 Dec   Year 6 assembly and clap out

18 Dec   Students’ last day term 4

Birchgrove Buzz
   Term 4 week 2 2024

In this Buzz…

It’s Term 4 already, and as always there are plenty of events 
for your calendar.

Halloween falls on a school day, a perfect opportunity for a 
mufti day to raise funds for our World Vision Sponsor children 
Mostakim and Aisha. Come to school dressed in a Halloween 
costume, with a gold coin to donate. Please remember no 
Halloween accessories, including fake weapons.

On Friday 1 November, we welcome grandparents and 
friends for an open classroom morning and crunch and sip 
break, from 9.15 am. Hope to see you there.

Our ‘All About…’ series continues with a profile on Miss 
Taksa, the Bilbies classroom teacher. In this Buzz we are also 
featuring  Amanda, one of our hard-working and much-loved 
School Learning Support Officer’s (SLSO). SLSO’s work 
under the direction and supervision of classroom teachers to 
provide assistance to the teacher for students with disability 
and additional learning and support needs to facilitate the 
achievement of educational outcomes. We are fortunate to 
have three highly valued SLSO’s at Birchgrove Public School, 
supporting our teaching staff and students – Amanda, Kellye 
and Sam.

Lots of library news with the Scholastic Book Fair 2024 
underway now and open library Mondays throughout the term 
to encourage the joy of reading.

Finally, if you are a forward planner, the opening hours and 
appointment booking times for our uniform supplier Pickles 
are in this Buzz. Alternatively, you can save some pennies for 
the holidays by visiting our P&C’s online second-hand uniform 
store.

Welcome back to term 4 all.

https://www.bpspandc.com/
https://www.bpspandc.com/


Message from our principal

Birchgrove Public School

It’s Term 4 already. Welcome back! There is a lot happening this term, so make sure 
you look at the weekly updates for current information.

Let’s start off with some exciting news! Congratulations to Mrs Carey and her 
husband on the birth of their daughter Eleni Louise, born yesterday just before 
midnight. She is already setting her own schedule and making her presence felt. Mrs 
Carey is starting her maternity leave earlier than planned and Ms Jones-Burke will be 
looking after the Possums until Mrs Carey’s planned maternity leave commences. 

Principal’s trophy. 
Week 1 Bilbies:  In our Week 1 assembly the Bilbies received the Principal’s Award for Excellence in Learning 
Trophy for their hard work on adding detail, using paragraphs and editing their writing.

Week 2 BPS Teachers: In our Week 2 assembly the Birchgrove Teachers received the Principal’s Award for 
Excellence in Learning & Teaching for their incredible efforts teaching our students with such passion and 
dedication.

Tracy Gray, Principal

Happy World Teachers’ Day to the incredible 
teachers at Birchgrove Public School. Thank you 
for all you do for our students, families and your 
colleagues. 

It was lovely that the P&C arranged lunch to be 
delivered to the staffroom from Bertoni’s to say 
thank you. It was very appreciated and enjoyed.

Playground Works

Jungle Gym: these works were due to start at the beginning of the term. I have been advised we are waiting for some 
parts to come from Europe and the project will now commence at the end of October, taking around four weeks to 
complete.

Raised Garden: The raised garden in the corner of the preschool is due to commence mid-November and will be ready 
for planting at the start of next year. They are currently quoting on how to possum proof the garden.

Reminder: For anyone who missed seeing the link in our term 3, week 10 Buzz the new Homework Procedure is on 
the school website.

P&C Meeting 

Why not join our P&C meeting next week, 7pm Wednesday 30 October. It’s a great way of being involved and hearing 
what is happening. Did you know you can join the meeting via the online link?  Check your parent WhatsApp Group for 
details of how to join us online.

Parent Communication

As mentioned earlier this year, the teachers are working hard to ensure reports go out earlier, so parents have time to 
discuss with teachers if required. In 2025, we will be adding an extra parent teacher meeting to our schedule. Terms 1 
and 3 will have parent teacher interviews and terms 2 and 4 will have written reports.

Please remember, if you have concerns during the school year, please contact the 
school to arrange a meeting with your child’s teacher.

https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/b/birchgrove-p/localcontent/procedures-and-codes/Homework-procedure-V2409.pdf


Upcoming Event: 

Birchgrove Public School

Thursday 31 October 2024



Upcoming Event: 

Birchgrove Public School



BPS Choirs hosted assembly

Birchgrove Public School

The BPS junior and senior choirs raised the musical 
stakes in the first assembly of Term 4. The junior choir 
performing a spirited rendition of “Que Sera” by Justice 
Crew and the senior choir following with the beautifully 
melodic “Fireflies” by Owl City. It was wonderful to see so 
many parents, across all the school years, come and 
enjoy their efforts as well.

Rosellas hosted assembly

In recognition of World 
Teachers’ Day, the 
Rosellas recited a poem 
by Dave Crawley titled 'I 
saw my teacher on a 
Saturday’. 

We modified the poem to 
include each and every 
teacher at Birchgrove to 
recognise them for the 
fantastic work they do 
teaching and leading us.

- Damien Fitzgerald, 
Teacher - Rosellas



BPS music workshop weekend

Birchgrove Public School

We ran a fantastic music workshop last weekend with the concert band and training band students. They practised 
their music diligently, with over 7 hours of rehearsals across the two days. The results were quite amazing! As Joe 
the conductor put it: “they got nearly one term’s worth of rehearsals over the one weekend”

After a full day of rehearsals on Saturday, everyone enjoyed fun games, pizza and a movie night watching ‘Sing 2’ 
with their siblings… and a tonne of popcorn! Sunday morning saw more rehearsals, followed by a BBQ and the 
combined band concert to showcase their new songs. 

Thank you so much to all the parent volunteers, who donated their time, especially Priscilla Sidey, Renee Wilson 
and Sari Munro. Thank you also to the local shops, QE, Woolworths and Darling St Meat who donated food for the 
kids! Hopefully next year’s camp will include all music groups and it can be an even larger event. 

- BPS P&C Music Committee



Library News

Birchgrove Public School



In other news…

Birchgrove Public School

As part of our Term 4 PDHPE program, BPS welcomes 
Zing Activ each week to get the students up and moving, 
while having fun. If the first week is any indication, it’s a 
big hit!

BPS P&C second hand uniform store.
Our P&C would like to remind you that the second-hand 
uniform store is now open year ‘round during school 
terms. 

Simply go to the P&C website here and place your order 
online. You can then choose your item at the school 
during school days. 

The link to the uniform store also appears on the last 
page of every BPS newsletter under ‘BPS P&C contacts 
and sponsors’, so it’s always at your fingertips!

Scholastic Book Fair 2024 

There was lots of excitement at the BPS Scholastic Book 
Fair this week!  Students eagerly completed their purple 
wish lists to take home.
Students should return any approved, completed and paid 
for wish lists to their classroom teacher by Monday 
28 October. Books will be available next week for 
students to take home.
Thank you for supporting our Book Fair!

- Melissa Sarina, Teacher-Librarian

https://www.bpspandc.com/


Sydney Secondary College – Balmain

Birchgrove Public School

A message from our local high school: Sydney Secondary College Balmain Campus. 

This is most relevant to 2024 students in year 4 and year 5, who are continuing onto the local high school. Further 
information can be found on the SSC-Balmain school website as follows:

https://balmain-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/enrol_with_us/enrichment-enrolment.html

or by contacting the SSC-Balmain directly on 02 9810 0471

In other news…
Roving BPS Street Library

Next school pick up or drop off, keep a look out for our ‘BPS street library', by the 
gate, by the door or in our office foyer!

As school staff, we not only love reading, but we also know that when parent 
carers are avid readers, their children are more likely to pick up the habit. So, we 
invite you to start or continue your habit with us.

It works just like a regular street library: take a book, leave a book, swap a book. 
Feel free to stop and browse whenever you get a moment.

There are a few rules: 

 * Grown up books only  * 
Novels only  *No over-filling  
*Make sure the books you leave 
are in good condition

We look forward to sharing a 
love of good books with you all.

- Dani Corliss, Teacher 
Crocodiles

https://balmain-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/enrol_with_us/enrichment-enrolment.html


School uniform orders

Birchgrove Public School



Get to know

Birchgrove Public School

Get to know the staff at BPS! Each fortnight, we will share a questionnaire answered by a staff 
member at BPS so you can get to know those working within our school community.



Get to know

Birchgrove Public School

Get to know the staff at BPS! Each fortnight, we will share a questionnaire answered by a staff 
member at BPS so you can get to know those working within our school community.



BPS after hours 

Birchgrove Public School

The programs above are offered by third party companies utilising BPS facilities. Birchgrove Public School is not 
directly affiliated with and does not endorse any events, services or products represented.



Transport NSW Notice

Birchgrove Public School

School student travel information for parents and students

School Travel Passes

Applications are now open for 2025 School Student Transport Scheme (SSTS) travel.  

Students in the Opal network applying for an Opal card (including a Term Bus Pass) for 
the first time will receive their School Opal card at their nominated postal address from 
mid-January 2025.

Students who require a School Opal card or travel pass but have not yet applied need to 
apply or update their details as soon as possible.

In the Opal network, students should travel with a Child/Youth Opal card until they 
receive their valid School Opal card. If outside Greater Sydney, parents should contact 
their local bus operator to discuss their travel needs.

Students living in rural and regional areas will receive their travel pass from their 
nominated transport operator. It may be issued via their school or be sent directly to 
them at home. Note: some rural and regional operators do not issue travel passes. 
Students/parents should confirm with their nominated operator if they do not receive a 
pass.

Terms of Use

Students using School Opal cards must tap on and tap off in line with the Opal terms of 
use.

This includes travel within the approved times between 6.30am and 7.00pm from 
Monday to Friday on school days only. Students must use their Child/Youth Opal card for 
any travel outside these times.

All students are required to comply with the Student code of conduct. The code of 
conduct aims to ensure the safety and well-being of school children and other 
passengers. It is important that parents ensure their child is aware of this, as failure to 
comply with the code of conduct can result in a suspension from travel.

Further information can be found at transportnsw.info/school-travel
Enquiries can be submitted at transportnsw.info/passes-concessions-feedback

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.email.transport.nsw.gov.au%2F%3Fqs%3D9b4ce09ec84deeafb040b6d438315c58e2567ea9aa90b730462864bf3bdae4afe4be8c5b0fbce95fb3e0c80e485da57a9f520e47ebe8b4ea&data=05%7C02%7Cbirchgrove-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cb7d14226044142be908708dcf2531e8b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638651686054761082%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EPGqG4p00DqAi295Zdph0piNv9ZMih3d7dcjRfquvZE%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.email.transport.nsw.gov.au%2F%3Fqs%3D9b4ce09ec84deeaf20ad3247ffea0c8e12ee01e30c0d9a8d5b5377dc8b4e5540ec1bf2f87e1b042a98ef0edb4bd4afce1e9eeca5638aec55&data=05%7C02%7Cbirchgrove-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cb7d14226044142be908708dcf2531e8b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638651686054798445%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5mMivo6fImhj398r%2FVaVFRJ24YsoeaZfBWqAkDfSLw4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.email.transport.nsw.gov.au%2F%3Fqs%3D9b4ce09ec84deeaf47f5355be99aca92e999992599539c1ba3032e17c5f698332abd1296a235570da887df417d886705bd5464037bf0c77f&data=05%7C02%7Cbirchgrove-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cb7d14226044142be908708dcf2531e8b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638651686054825532%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FhWIKCg%2FOhSlVNKBR1RbN9P66f6HM60hKj89Ex9RvUc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.email.transport.nsw.gov.au%2F%3Fqs%3D9b4ce09ec84deeaf4390f9041b8cd77ebde6d53f4776aefc9f1ddbc91637f7b07b206d52b6374aa7ae1f5d246203fe20ec3f2b0b0543f1b4&data=05%7C02%7Cbirchgrove-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cb7d14226044142be908708dcf2531e8b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638651686054851045%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qwr12qIPp%2FHnROcPA3j%2BNyXeLLgZDEjKXq%2FQxqyo1SQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.email.transport.nsw.gov.au%2F%3Fqs%3D9b4ce09ec84deeaf4390f9041b8cd77ebde6d53f4776aefc9f1ddbc91637f7b07b206d52b6374aa7ae1f5d246203fe20ec3f2b0b0543f1b4&data=05%7C02%7Cbirchgrove-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cb7d14226044142be908708dcf2531e8b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638651686054851045%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qwr12qIPp%2FHnROcPA3j%2BNyXeLLgZDEjKXq%2FQxqyo1SQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.email.transport.nsw.gov.au%2F%3Fqs%3D9b4ce09ec84deeafce054633b7641c64f902dcf781751ef89a0b75b9b9d1d076f2d5d41b85020f23bf79a1da53a7fee36118d6bdbe11c5eb&data=05%7C02%7Cbirchgrove-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cb7d14226044142be908708dcf2531e8b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638651686054876183%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SaWIjZc4izMcuFYmtiQStOi8zXKt0g56%2FR4kWppKwws%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.email.transport.nsw.gov.au%2F%3Fqs%3D9b4ce09ec84deeafe1ced56725270ae500d3aae93e9a7b25d947c9ef2294b9df39b95a6149b66afb862b647bee406dcd9d1e3b9dd59b58d5&data=05%7C02%7Cbirchgrove-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cb7d14226044142be908708dcf2531e8b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638651686054900488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gwWp8de4MMttok0YQisF9TKVMIc7SD1FcrqqkseVGY0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.email.transport.nsw.gov.au%2F%3Fqs%3D9b4ce09ec84deeaf03343556c163c74428031aa8cd5613d6c8d14f9e98dc942c066f49b4b173da54c1056eb911a3b9ec5210e979fdc16c6a&data=05%7C02%7Cbirchgrove-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cb7d14226044142be908708dcf2531e8b%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638651686054925455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s4Uny4KDOhrhOvfKGZn%2BUeSuRWaAVyQJr4jS%2BbxPtVg%3D&reserved=0


BPS P&C contacts and sponsors

Birchgrove Public School

BPS P&C contacts and further information, including the second-hand uniform store, can be found here:

Website: https://www.bpspandc.com/ 
k

Our P&C would like to thank our local sponsors for their ongoing support.

Contact us and useful links
Please contact the school with any queries: 

Phone: 02 9810 2469           

Email: birchgrove-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

You can find important updates and further information on our website, via the 
Sentral app, and the BPS Facebook page:

Website: https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/ 

Facebook:  @BirchgrovePS    

Useful Links:

NSW school term dates inc. Staff Development Days (pupil free): 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/calendars/2024

Camp Australia before and after school care: Phone: 1 300 105 343

https://campaustralia.com.au/school/?accessCode=9F7B

The School Canteen: An external company supplying canteen service to our school Wed-Fri each week:

https://www.theschoolcanteen.com.au/

Extended Leave form: To apply for leave beyond what is available in the school holiday periods please fill and 
return this form for Principal approval prior to travel:

https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/b/birchgrove-
p/forms/Extended_Leave_Travel_notification.pdf

Administration of medication at school: Information and paperwork required for support at school

https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/health-and-physical-care/health-care-
procedures/administering-medication

Prior Newsletters: https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/newsletter.html

https://www.bpspandc.com/
mailto:birchgrove-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FBirchgrovePS&data=05%7C02%7Cbirchgrove-p.school%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C58fece80af7d46821a2008dcba84c5c4%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638590326618551799%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QXJ5IZVbQVYGUMt1quvbXw6OkT0T4TYJ9XJWW8J0HwE%3D&reserved=0
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/calendars/2024
https://campaustralia.com.au/school/?accessCode=9F7B
https://www.theschoolcanteen.com.au/
https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/b/birchgrove-p/forms/Extended_Leave_Travel_notification.pdf
https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/b/birchgrove-p/forms/Extended_Leave_Travel_notification.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/health-and-physical-care/health-care-procedures/administering-medication
https://education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/parents-and-carers/health-and-physical-care/health-care-procedures/administering-medication
https://birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/newsletter.html
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