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Our Parent Reading Program is back! 

We are thrilled to report that our Parent Reading Programs 
are back this year. If you are able to volunteer your valuable 
time, please let us know. There are two ways you can help.  

1. Volunteer to listen to children reading or help
facilitate a class reading group.

2. Support a child with reading by participating in
Parent Tutoring 

Option one requires you to complete volunteer paperwork 
that can be found here: Volunteer Form 
(Parents are exempt from the Working with Children Check 
(WWCC) requirement and should complete all relevant 
sections in this form, including part 1, part 3 and part 4 
(section C). 

Option two requires you to complete volunteer paperwork 
and attend an information session with Emma Taksa and 
Damien Fitzgerald that will be held on Thursday 9 March at 
4pm. 
If you are able to volunteer please let us know by completing 
this form: Parent Reading RSVP  

For Parents and Carers of Years 3 and 5 

NAPLAN is fast approaching! We are hosting a NAPLAN 
information session for Parents of Years 3 and 5 next 
Thursday 9 March at 4.30. Please RSVP using this link: 
NAPLAN RSVP 

If you have any questions, please email 
Rebecca.boyle11@det.nsw.edu.au 

We acknowledge the Wangal people of 
the Eora Nations, the traditional 
custodians of the land on which we 
play, learn and grow. We pay respect 
to elders past, present and emerging. 

 

Reminder: Please send permission 
notes back! There are many 
outstanding across the school. 

Thank you to all the parents who are 
remembering to sign in and out upon 
entering and leaving the school 
building. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CDZlOmAJpnn_OEp2fOqWai-B_Zc-QGSh/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSSnV3uRIkF2JAfg53YCVTrW8C08ihKpNYOF55Z-ss8--x7Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTvBZ4j_IjiQnEjUYRAYXzvNUBvWcjfL-O0g7HKR85TJpUig/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:Rebecca.boyle11@det.nsw.edu.au


 

 

 

As with the new English syllabus, the new Maths syllabus is currently being implemented in 
Kindergarten to Year 2 and will be rolled out to stages 2 and 3 next year.  

The Department of Education has provided us with extra release time to allow teachers to 
engage with the new syllabus documents to ensure teaching and learning reflects the new 
outcome structure. 

The new Maths syllabus has a greater focus on working mathematically and developing 
reasoning skills, to support students to make connections across concepts and develop the 
skills to apply mathematical techniques to solve problems. 

Maths skills are cumulative and students who have a limited understanding of foundation 
number and place value often find other concepts challenging. To support all learners to 
grow, develop and extend their number skills we are implementing stage-based number 
groups in Years 1-6. 

We have allocated time and resources to each stage to place the students in smaller groups 
to allow targeted explicit instruction in whole number and place value. The groups are 
dynamic, and we will use pre and post assessment data to continuously inform the program 
and groupings. Mrs Mitchell, Mrs Dennis and Ms Mackay will support the classroom 
teachers by programming for and working with a group.  

We are really excited to implement the groups and hopefully see the students understanding 
of mathematical problem-solving grow as a result. If you have any questions at all, please 
email your child’s teacher or Rebecca.boyle11@det.nsw.edu.au 

More information about Curriculum reform can be found here: 
https://nswcurriculumreform.nesa.nsw.edu.au/home/siteAreaContent/15b6d3f3-d5f5-4d5d-
a99d-80f1541246d0 

 
 

 
 

Mathematics K-2 

mailto:Rebecca.boyle11@det.nsw.edu.au
https://nswcurriculumreform.nesa.nsw.edu.au/home/siteAreaContent/15b6d3f3-d5f5-4d5d-a99d-80f1541246d0
https://nswcurriculumreform.nesa.nsw.edu.au/home/siteAreaContent/15b6d3f3-d5f5-4d5d-a99d-80f1541246d0
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 Birchgrove Leadership Speech- SSC Balmain School 
Captains 
Good morning everyone my name is Stella Georgakis and this is Nicholas Graves and we are 
the school captains at Balmain Campus for 2023. At Balmain there are school captains and 
student leaders, student leaders are the equivalent of ministers and school captains are 
equivalent to prime ministers. 

For effective leadership, you need to believe in yourself, and in your ability to promote team-
work and co-operation. Leadership, for me, isn’t about telling other people what to do. It is 
about helping them be the best version of themselves. 

There are many different types of leadership. Whether it be helping a friend in the playground, 
being a support in a reading group. Being a sporting team-mate, or any of the other ways you 
help your friends and classmates. Being a buddy is leadership. It doesn’t have to be big.  

Doing these smaller scale leadership opportunities gave me the confidence to go for bigger 
leadership opportunities such as my current one as school captain. Helping your younger 
brother or sister across the road or even just helping out around the house shows leadership. 
Being a leader is about being selfless and helping those around you.  

Leadership is not just a quality, it’s also a responsibility. We’d like to say a massive 
congratulations to the new SRC, house captains, ministers, prime ministers for 2023. We 
would love to be kept updated about your fantastic work throughout the school year.  
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Bilbies ordering 3 & 4 digit numbers 
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