
Birchgrove Buzz 
Newsletter of the Birchgrove Public School Ph: 02 9810 2469 
A NSW Government School  Fax: 02 9555 8653 
Birchgrove Road,  E: birchgrove-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Balmain  NSW  2041  W: www.birchgrove-p.schools.nsw.edu.au 

Term 4   Week  7      23th November 2016 
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Dates to Remember 

 Parent 
 Music 
 Sport 
 Student Parliament 
29/11 Music Committee Meeting & AGM 7pm Staffroom 
30/11 Canteen Christmas Stall 8:30am  
1/12 Canteen Christmas Stall 8:30am 
2/12 
 
 

St John’s Christmas Concert – followed by Instrument Return 
Parent Thank you Morning Tea 
Music Lunch 

2/2 Last Day of Before & Afterschool classes (music, art, drama, 
coding etc) 

5/12 Stage 1 Recognition Ceremony 
6/12 Preschool Blue & Green Concert 
6/12 Uniform Shop closed 
7/12 Kindergarten Graduation 
8/12 Stage 3 Recognition Ceremony 
8/12  Preschool Red and Yellow Concert   
12/12 School Picnic K-6 Parsley Bay 
9/12 P&C Christmas BBQ 
13/12 Preschool Blue & Green Party 
13/12 Year 6 Farewell Dinner and Graduation 
14/12 Stage 2 Recognition Ceremony 
15/12 Tacky Christmas Tshirt Day 
15/12 Preschool Red & Yellow Concert 
16/12 Year 6 Farewell Assembly ( K-6 & Year 6 parents only- due to hall 

size) & Arch (all welcome to join in arch as it’s outside) 
16/12  Last Day 2016 
  

2017  
27/1 Uniform Shop 8:30-10:45 open  
30/1 Year 1 to 6 Return 
30/1-
31/1 

Kindergarten Best Start Assessments 

31/1 Preschool Blue & Green- Group 1 
1/2 Preschool Blue & Green – Group 2 
1/2 Kindergarten commence 
2/2 Preschool Red & Yellow- Group 1 
3/2 Preschool Red & Yellow- Group 2 
15/2 P&C Meeting 7pm Staffroom 
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Canteen 
I would like to thank all of the very generous families who have donated gifts to the Christmas stall so far your support 
is very much appreciated.  We are hoping to have all donations in by this Friday so I have enough time to have 
everything wrapped up and ready for sale for next Wednesday 30th November.  We are still very low on Men's gifts 
but still also need gifts for women and children.  The Christmas stall is extremely popular with the children so please 
support your school canteen by donating gift items so the children don't miss out.  There is a wish list of items on the 
board outside the canteen. 

  Karen 🎁🎁 

Stage 2  Excursion 
Museum of Sydney & 
Hyde Park Barracks 
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Principal 
 
There is a Thank you Morning Tea after the St Johns Music concert for all our sensational parent volunteers and 
helpers…. Which is actually nearly every parent !(invitation following, further down newsletter). 

 
 
In 2017 we are going to trial Skoolbag for parent communication. Our App will be ready in about two weeks and can 
be purchased from the App Store. There is an iphone and a Windows version. I will let you know when it is available 
for download. 
 
Classes 2017 
 
At this time of year parents are always starting to ask questions about next years’ classes, so I’m putting out some 
information about our class formation processes.  
 

1. Students are matched to the teacher who will suit them (research has this as the biggest factor affecting 
student learning and wellbeing). 

2. Students are put into groups with a variety of abilities and behaviours. 
3. Where possible students are separated from students they don’t work well with or clash with. 
4. Students have other children in their group they are known to work well with. 

 
Teachers teach to the students’ needs based on assessments and what is needed to move them forward, it’s not like 
when we went to school and teachers taught to the middle of the class. They use questioning grouping and variance in 
the tasks to make sure everyone is getting what they need to move on to the next skill, particularly in Mathematics and 
English.   
 
Every year there are parents who ask how are the classes structured next year.  We don’t know at this time as new 
children show up at the start of the year without having enrolled and we always discover that some of the parents 
hadn’t quite got around to letting the school know they were moving on the following year. A couple of years ago we 
did try putting the children into classes ready for the start of the year, but within two weeks a number of the classes 
had to be changed due to new arrivals and students leaving without notification. It was upsetting for all, so we will not 
try it again anytime soon! 
 
For the first few days until numbers become clear and classes are formed students stay with their teacher from the 
year before, except for Year 1 whose teachers will be administering Best Start Assessments. They will be with our 
support teachers.  
 
Will we have straight classes or composites? Is the other question every year. It is based on numbers and childrens’ 
needs. There are always some composites/ multi-aged classes. They are not new. They were around when we were 
at school! I have attached the department pamphlet on them. In multi-aged classes students have the opportunity of 
enhanced learning experiences where they are ready for it (just in time learning) and allows more flexibility in students 
grouping and learning styles. It also encourages children to help each other and work collaboratively and 
cooperatively. Role models and leaders can come from both the younger and older children; the children who excel at 
these traits do so irrespective of age.              
 

See you at the Thank you Morning Tea  
Tracy 

 
 

Skoolbag is the ultimate school to parent communication tool. This School Mobile 
App provides schools with an easy way to tell parents and carers everything they 
need to know about school news, newsletters, events calendar, cancellations, 
school notices, school information, school timetables, parent sick note forms, 
school documents and much more. No more lost paper in school bags! 
 
The Skoolbag School Mobile App is very flexible to allow schools to create their 
own customised content and provides a great alternative to school SMS alerts by 
using Free Push Alert Notifications directly to parent smartphones.  
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Library This is the last week of Library borrowing, it is now time to return all books for the Annual Stock Take. I 
will be sending out Please return the books any time to the Library. If you can't find the book please email me. 
christine.ilieff@det.nsw.edu.au                   Christine Illief 

 
 

 
Again we have had a tremendous response to recruitment, though have some spots available for the following 
instruments; 
Recorder 
Cello 
Trombone  
Euphonium 
Trumpet 
Flute 
Bass Guitar 
 
Please email or call michelle_stellin@hotmail.com 0417316725 with any music questions 
 
MUSIC DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Nov 29th Tuesday – Music Committee AGM, 7pm staffroom 
Dec 2nd Friday – End of Year Concert, Music Lunch and Instrument Return 

We are looking at setting up a car corner in the playground and are looking for toy car donations. If you 
have old toy vehicles that aren’t being used we would love to give them a good home. Please leave 
them at the front office or with Miss Corliss who is developing this project. Any set of wooden street 
signs, garages (sturdy) etc would also be good. If any of you enjoy craft/ construction activities it would 
be good to have some blocks turned into buildings. 
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